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surf bash competitors. Bill has been a part of
Sea Isle Beach Patrol since 1980 and was a
top 3 finisher multiple years in Sea Isle City
Beach Patrol singles. Jim won the Avalon
Beach 6-mile run and was also voted by
beach patrol members to be the first President
of the Sea Isle Beach Patrol lifeguards. Jordy
was a full-time lifeguard from 2003 to 2010
and represented Sea Isle Beach Patrol on the
Surf Dash Team, Swim Events, and Paddle
board events. Danny won the singles row for
the Sea Isle Beach Patrol for the first time in
its history. Lastly, Pat has been a rowing leg-
end on the Sea Isle City Beach Patrol for
many years and has won the title of “the most
winningest doubles oarsman” in the history of
the Sea Isle Beach Patrol. These individuals
should all be proud of their accomplishments
and service to South Jersey, and it was my
honor to watch them be inducted into the Hall
of Fame. God Bless the Sea Isle Beach Pa-
trol, and God Bless America.

———
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Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, it is my
honor to congratulate Gary Cohen of Oakland,
California, on occasion of his retirement from
Blue Shield of California following a distin-
guished career as an attorney, public servant,
advocate, mentor and leader committed to im-
proving the health and well-being of millions of
Americans.

Gary served the House honorably as my
Chief of Staff in 2010 before helping lead the
Obama Administration’s implementation of the
Affordable Care Act as the Director of the
Center for Consumer Information and Insur-
ance Oversight (CCIIO) where he oversaw im-
plementation of regulations that established
critical consumer protections that directly im-
pacted the lives of millions of Americans.

As General Counsel to Covered California,
California’s health benefit marketplace—and
Deputy Commissioner General Counsel during
my tenure as California’s Insurance Commis-
sioner—Gary served as a passionate voice for
consumers and worked tirelessly to improve
Californians’ access to affordable and com-
prehensive insurance coverage. As General
Counsel for California’s Public Utilities Com-
mission, Gary developed a legal strategy that
put consumers first amidst the state’s unprec-
edented energy crisis.

In private practice, and following his govern-
ment service, Gary pushed major California
companies, including Blue Shield, to act in-
stead of stand on the sidelines on making
health coverage more affordable for members,
empowering patients with better access to
health data, and addressing the Bay Area’s
homelessness crisis.

Gary’s experiences as a patient led him to
push for a delivery system that is simplified,
affordable and more patient friendly. He
served as a trusted, experienced advisor to
the California delegation on health care
issues, and | have no doubt he will continue
to do so following his retirement on the issues
that matter.

In government and the private sector, Gary
led with compassion and empathy. Gary in-
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spired his staff to be passionate, fearless and
to act consistent with their values in standing
for what is right, no matter how challenging
the politics or environment.

Gary is also a loving husband to his lifetime
love Liz, and an attentive father and grand-
father. Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues
to join me in extending our appreciation and
best wishes to Gary and his family following
an outstanding and meaningful career.

—
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Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Florida. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize Yolette
Bonnet, a fierce advocate for health care in
Florida’s 21st Congressional District who re-
cently announced her retirement. For 20
years, Yolette has been committed to improv-
ing access to quality health care for individuals
and families across South Florida. She has
gone above and beyond to meet their health
care and social service needs, regardless of
their ability to pay.

Under Yolette’s leadership, what began as a
small social service organization in 1985—
then known as The Comprehensive AIDS Pro-
gram—has since been transformed into a
community health center that provides com-
prehensive and culturally competent care to all
people. Known today as FoundCare, this orga-
nization plays a vital role in the Palm Beach
County community.

Yolette has worked to garner millions of dol-
lars in grants and donations for FoundCare,
helping the organization to expand to a total of
seven locations across the county. Yolette
was instrumental in helping designate
FoundCare as Florida’s first Federally Quali-
fied Health Center (FQHC), which receives
federal funding to serve low-income members
of our community. Today, FoundCare is the
largest non-governmental FQHC in Palm
Beach County. Yolette has also supported our
community throughout the COVID-19 public
health crisis, initiating Florida’s first COVID-19
community testing site at FoundCare.

Yolette’s dedication and service to the peo-
ple of South Florida is truly inspiring. Her out-
standing work has touched countless lives,
and | am so thankful for her efforts to improve
health equity within our community. | wish her
well on her retirement and | am proud to
honor her today.

—
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Mr. BANKS. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Cameron Collier of Decatur, Indiana
for his dedicated service to our Nation as an
officer in the United States Navy. Cameron
has just retired from the Navy, and | wish to
reflect the gratitude I, and all northeast Indi-
ana, have for him.

Having graduated from the United States
Naval Academy in 2001, Cameron reported to
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Naval Air Station Oceana in Virginia Beach,
Virginia, in 2003, where he underwent training
in preparation for deployment in support of
Operation Iraqgi Freedom. During Iraqgi Free-
dom, Cameron served as a Radar Intercept
Officer aboard the aircraft carrier USS Harry
Truman.

In 2006, Cameron moved to Annapolis,
Maryland with his family, where he served as
the Training Officer on staff at the Naval Acad-
emy. He left active-duty service in 2010 to
pursue a career in financial planning, yet re-
mained an officer in the Naval Reserve, attain-
ing the rank of Commander in 2016. In this
capacity, he also served as Chairman of my
Service Academy Board, responsible for inter-
viewing and evaluating high school students in
Indiana’s Third District seeking a nomination
to U.S. service academies.

| hope Cameron’s heart is filled with joy
knowing he has played an essential part in se-
curing our country’s greatest blessings. As he
retires from the Navy and prepares to move
on to the next chapter of his life, understand
that his record of service will stand as a shin-
ing example to generations of Hoosiers con-
templating serving our country for years to
come.

——————
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Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of my good friend, veteran, Jim
Leyser, who passed away on November 17,
2021. Jim was well known in the Central Val-
ley and was actively involved in the commu-
nity, volunteering his time for many causes.
Jim was a father, husband, loyal friend, and
veteran.

Jim was born August 8, 1946 and was
adopted in Hawaii to Maurice and Myrtle
Leyser. Maurice, was a career navy sub-
mariner and was stationed on the submarine
base of Pearl Harbor in Hawaii. As Jim got
older, Jim felt the need to join the United
States Marine Corps. In 1968, he enlisted and
got out in 1976. During that time, Jim was part
of the Crash Fire and Rescue in the Phil-
ippines and Japan. In 1976, Jim got out of the
Marine Corps as a sergeant.

After serving in the Marine Corps, Jim met
the love of his life, Mary. On April 24, 1981,
they were married and started a family to-
gether. Jim worked at the Veteran Affairs Hos-
pital in the specimen lab. He was part of the
Marine Corps League as well as Commandant
for Detachment-14 and was in the American
Legion Charlie Waters Post 4, previously in
Post 147. Jim participated on the K9 awards
board committee and was State President for
the American Legion for 2013-2014. He also
assisted the commander of the district 14 on
American Legion Posts meetings, and so
much more.

Jim was often seen during Christmas volun-
teering for Toys-for-Tots; celebrating the Ma-
rine Corps Birthday at the ball every year and
helping bartend for veteran events with the
Marine Corps League. He made sure to be in-
cluded in awareness events like the Suicide
Awareness Ride, the annual Spaghetti Dinner
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